
Neospora caninum 

 

Neospora caninum is a parasite found in raw meat from cattle. Neosporosis is a neuromuscular 

disease, caused by Neospora caninum a coccidian parasite. Both puppies and adult dogs can be 

affected. 

The lifecycle of Neospora caninum involves two hosts. A dog ingests the parasite by consuming raw 

infected meat products. The parasites reproduce in the intestine of the dog, the oocytes (spores) are 

then passed in the faeces. These oocytes are in turn eaten by an intermediate host (e.g. cow or 

sheep), they travel to the intestines and reproduce, mi-grating to other body tissues including those 

of any foetus. The lifecycle is completed when infected tissue from an intermediate host is eaten by 

a dog. Bitches can also transmit Neospora caninum to their puppies. Not all puppies in a litter will be 

infected, and of those infected, not all will show clinical signs. 

The first signs seen often involve changes in the hind limbs, one or both limbs can be affected. 

Muscle atrophy and stiffness that gradually leads to paresis (partial paralysis), rigid hyperextension 

and paralysis. The paralysis can also affect the fore limbs. If untreated dysphagia can develop leading 

to death. Signs in adults include hepatitis, myocardi-tis, seizures, ataxia and paresis. 

Because humans are not affected by the parasite meat for human consumption is not checked. 

Although cases are rare in the UK preventing your dog from becoming infected is very simple, either 

cook or freeze the meat prior to consumption. Either method kills the parasite and those who prefer 

to feed raw need not change their feeding regime. Although all the articles I have read refer to the 

parasite being picked up via raw meat from cattle, as other animals also carry the parasite, sheep, 

horses, goats, I only feed any raw meat that has been previously frozen.  


