
2022 Statement on Renal Amyloidosis in the Bracco Italiano 

Bracco Italiano experts in the UK are working to develop unified information and 
recommendations regarding kidney disease in the Bracco Italiano. Health representatives from 
the Bracco Italiano Club and the Bracco Italiano Health and Education Advisory Group 
collaborated with Dr. Amanda Inman (veterinarian, researcher) to create this statement for their 
members. Seeing the need for this information outside the United Kingdom, it has been shared 
and supported by breed organizations internationally. 

The Bracco Italiano is at increased risk of developing renal (kidney) amyloidosis. This disease 
occurs when abnormal proteins are deposited in the kidney. It is suspected that an underlying 
inflammatory condition exists in the Bracco that predisposes to developing amyloidosis. Bracchi 
of any age can be affected, but it is diagnosed more frequently in younger dogs. 

Preliminary studies support that this is a breed-wide disease and has a genetic component. Early 
diagnosis and newer treatments may provide months to years of good quality life for many dogs 
but untreated disease is always fatal. 

Symptoms of amyloidosis are variable. The most common include loss of appetite, increased 
thirst, and increased urination. Limping and joint swelling are also frequently seen. Other 
symptoms include cough, collapse, and peripheral edema. This disease has been associated with 
fever episodes in young dogs that otherwise do not have an identifiable cause. 

The following tests are recommended to screen for kidney amyloidosis: 
• Blood chemistry analysis - required 
• Urinalysis - required 
• Urine Protein Creatinine/Ratio (UP/C) - required 
• SDMA - optional 

The most common finding is increased protein in the urine. Low blood protein (albumin) and 
increased blood creatinine may or may not be present. SDMA may be normal or abnormal. Thus, 
SDMA should only be used as an adjunctive diagnostic in addition to a blood chemistry and 
urine testing. In early disease, bloodwork may be normal. Therefore, urine testing should always 
be performed in addition to bloodwork.  Sick dogs, especially those showing symptoms noted 
above, should have these tests done as soon as possible with a veterinarian.  

Current kidney disease screening recommendations include:  
• Yearly screening starting at 1 year of age should be done for all Bracchi Italiani.  
• If a dog has an immediate family history of kidney disease, screening should be done every 6 

months.  
• Breeding dogs should tested within 6 months of a planned breeding.  
• Testing should include a blood chemistry analysis and urinalysis including a urine protein/

creatinine ratio as stated above. 



As we learn more about this disease, these recommendations may change but this is considered 
best practice at this time. The tests that are currently available evaluate only for existing kidney 
disease, and have no predictive value for the dog’s future health. Clear screening tests prior to 
breeding do not guarantee that offspring will not be affected.  

Definitive diagnosis is made on kidney tissue analysis under a microscope. Kidney biopsy 
samples can confirm a diagnosis and guide treatment. Kidney biopsy is the gold standard 
diagnostic for all forms of kidney disease to reach the most detailed diagnosis. Post-mortem 
kidney tissue evaluation is strongly recommended for all Bracchi that die from kidney disease or 
the cause of death is unknown. 

The recommended laboratory for all kidney tissue analysis is the International Veterinary Renal 
Pathology Service (Ohio, USA). This laboratory provides detailed reports and is familiar with 
the Bracco Italiano breed. They accept international submissions. 

Since 2019 prevalence studies and sample collection for future genome studies have been 
performed by Dr. Amanda Inman and the research team with the University of Florida. The next 
step in this research includes a genome study to begin looking for the genetic basis of this 
disease. Samples from healthy and affected dogs will be needed. The UK Bracco Italiano breed 
organizations are working together with Dr. Inman and the research team at the University of 
Florida to bring this research to the UK and it will be continued in the USA.  Pending grant 
decisions and funding availability, this is expected in 2022-2024. 

Sincerely, 

Amanda Inman, DVM (USA) 
the Bracco Italiano Club (UK) 
the Bracco Italiano Health and Education Advisory Group (UK) 

Supporting Breed Organization: 
The Bracco Italiano Club of America (USA) 


